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W/C 16.11.20: Learning Project Year R 

Welcome to the 2020/2021 Learning Projects. Please be reassured that the tasks set by our teachers are designed to support your child to 
continue working on content that is matched to the coverage planned for the rest of the learners in their year group. 
 
Please use this document as your starting point. In school, your child will be experiencing short teacher led inputs on Maths, Phonics, letter 
formation and Early Reading through sharing stories. We are also providing further play opportunities around the theme of ‘Ourselves’. 
 
A member of staff will be in touch within the first few days of absence to discuss your child’s learning for this period of time. 
 
Please take the opportunity to read this guide:  
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/ 
 
and watch this introduction for parents: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFyDwUKSw7Y&list=RDCMUCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ&index=6&ab_channel=RuthMiskinTraining  
 
We recommend subscribing to Ruth Miskin Youtube channel to access daily phonics lessons: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9rGoXkmeyU&ab_channel=RuthMiskinTraining 
 
Reading for pleasure is a serious business at the Castleman Academy Trust, read, read and read some more! Research indicates that 
sharing stories is crucial to development of vocabulary and access to the wider Curriculum. 

Weekly Literacy Tasks (15 mins) Weekly Phonics  

Monday 
Our class text this week is Christmas Comes to Moominvalley. 
It can be accessed here as an e-book 
https://www.kobo.com/gb/en/ebook/christmas-comes-to-moominvalley 
N.B. You do not have to buy the book, as we have already read it in class 
and you can complete the activities without accessing the text. 
This week we are getting the children to use their sounds to spell words and 
write lists. Show them a list that you have written, so that they know what it 
looks like. This could be a shopping list. Ask your child to sound out the 
words to spell. Get them to write down only the sounds they can hear. Don’t 

Monday Set 1 Sounds 
 
Practise Set One sounds. You can watch the video of Mrs White saying the 
sounds on the school website. 
 
Have a go at reading some words that are made up of 3 sounds. You can 
watch a video of Mr Ball sounding out and blending words on the school 
website. 
 
Today’s words are: - mad, sad, dad, mat, sat, sam. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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worry if they only hear a few sounds, that is fine, it’s all about ‘having a go’ 
and encouragement at this stage. 
 
The characters in our book hibernate in Winter. Can you remember what 
this means? Find out and write a list of animals that hibernate. 

Now see if you can write these words by segmenting the words into sounds 
and writing them down e.g. m-a-d. Do not copy them, use your phonics to 
work them out. Read the words back to check them. 
 
 
 

Tuesday 
Can you remember where the story is set, was it the country or the town? 
Make a list of things that you might see in the country. 

Tuesday Set 1 Sounds 
Practise Set One sounds. You can watch the video of Mrs White saying the 
sounds on the school website. 
 
Have a go at reading some words that are made up of 3 sounds. You can 
watch a video of Mr Ball sounding out and blending words on the school 
website. 
 
Today’s words are: - on, it, an, sip, pan, gap. 
 
Now see if you can write these words by segmenting the words into sounds 
and writing them down e.g. s-i-p. Do not copy them, use your phonics to 
work them out. Read the words back to check them. 

Wednesday    
The Moomin family got ready for Christmas by preparing food. Make a list of 
your favourite food that you would get ready for a celebration. 

Wednesday Set 1 Sounds 
Practise Set One sounds. You can watch the video of Mrs White saying the 
sounds on the school website. 
 
Have a go at reading some words that are made up of 3 sounds. You can 
watch a video of Mr Ball sounding out and blending words on the school 
website. 
 
Today’s words are: - bin, cat, kit, mud, back, lock. 
 
Now see if you can write these words by segmenting the words into sounds 
and writing them down e.g. b-a-ck. Do not copy them, use your phonics to 
work them out. Read the words back to check them. 

Thursday   
The Moomin family decorate their Christmas tree to get ready for Christmas. 
Make a list of all the things you would put on your Christmas tree to 
decorate it. 

Thursday Set 1 Sounds 
Practise Set One sounds. You can watch the video of Mrs White saying the 
sounds on the school website. 
 
Have a go at reading some words that are made up of 3 sounds. You can 
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watch a video of Mr Ball sounding out and blending words on the school 
website. 
 
Today’s words are: - met, fun, log, hen, ship, fish 
 
Now see if you can write these words by segmenting the words into sounds 
and writing them down e.g. f-i-sh. Do not copy them, use your phonics to 
work them out. Read the words back to check them. 

Friday  
The final preparation the Moomin family make for Christmas, is to get 
presents ready for Christmas. Make a list of presents you would like for 
Christmas and when it is safe to leave the house, post this in a letterbox to 
Father Christmas! 

Friday Set 1 Sounds 
Practise Set One sounds. You can watch the video of Mrs White saying the 
sounds on the school website. 
 
Have a go at reading some words that are made up of 3 sounds. You can 
watch a video of Mr Ball sounding out and blending words on the school 
website. 
 
Today’s words are: - red, jog, vet, yes, web, sock 
 
Now see if you can write these words by segmenting the words into sounds 
and writing them down e.g. w-e-b. Do not copy them, use your phonics to 
work them out. Read the words back to check them. 

Our current topic is Let’s Remember and Celebrate Weekly Maths Tasks (20 mins) 

Monday  
This week we are going to learn about the Hindu festival of Diwali and 
see how families celebrate. Watch the first video ‘Preparing for 
Diwali’. Discuss the video. Ask, what do families do to prepare? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-diwali?collection=lets-
celebrate-celebrations 
Copy this into the address bar to watch the video. 
 

Monday- Light and Dark Week 2, Session 1 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-
week-2/ 
Watch the video and click on Get the Activity. If your child can do this, 
extend the activity to include bigger numbers. 

Tuesday  
Today, watch the second video, ‘Celebrating Diwali’. Discuss the 
video and see how many things you can remember that Jessica and 
her family did to celebrate. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-diwali?collection=lets-

Tuesday-  
Light and Dark Week 2, Session 2 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-
week-2/ 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-week-2/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-week-2/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-week-2/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-week-2/
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celebrate-celebrations 
Copy this into the address bar to watch the video. 
 
 

Watch the video and click on Get the Activity. If your child can do this, 
extend the activity to include bigger numbers. 
 

Wednesday  
Have a go at making your own Rangoli patterns at home, similar to 
the ones pictured below. Try and incorporate some of the shape 
knowledge we have been working on (circles and triangles) in your 
pattern making. Remember, triangles can be turned any way and are 
still triangles. 
 
 

Wednesday-  
Light and Dark Week 2, Session 3 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-
week-2/ 
Watch the video and click on Get the Activity. If your child can do this, 
extend the activity to include bigger numbers. 
 

Thursday 
Today, see if you can make a Diva lamp for Diwali. We would use salt 
dough, but use what you have at home. The instructions for how to 
make a salt dough Diva lamp are listed below.  

 
 

Thursday –  
Light and Dark Week 2, Session 4 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-
week-2/ 
Watch the video and click on Get the Activity. If your child can do this, 
extend the activity to include bigger numbers. 
 

Friday 
Today, personalise your Diva lamp with decorations you have at 
home. This could be done using paints, felt tips, glitter, stickers etc. 
We would love to see your creations. Please take a photo and put in 
on Tapestry for us to see. 
 

Friday-  
Light and Dark Week 2, Session 5 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-
week-2/ 
Watch the video and click on Get the Activity. If your child can do this, 
extend the activity to include bigger numbers. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-week-2/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-week-2/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-week-2/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-week-2/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-week-2/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/light-and-dark-week-2/
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Beyond the Basics 

Some weeks, there may be a particular link, programme or reference that the learners would benefit from having access to. If your teacher suggests 
anything further to support the year group curriculum, it will be detailed below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diva Lamp Instructions: 
 
Ingredients: 

• 1 cupful of plain flour (about 250g) 

• half a cupful of table salt (about 125g) 

• half a cupful of water (about 125ml) 

 
Instructions: 
1. Add the salt, flour and water to a to a bowl and mix well until a dough is formed. 
2. Mould the dough into the shape of a small pot, with a well in the centre deep enough to hold a candle. This will make the diva lamp shape; 
you can use the pictures above as reference.  
3. Bake at the oven’s lowest setting for 3 hours, or until the lamps are solid. 
4. Take lamps out of the oven and wait for the hardened dough to cool. 
5. Once cool, paint or decorate your diva lamp/s using craft equipment you have available at home, be as creative as you can! 
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6. If you have any tealight candles at home, you could place a candle in your diva lamp and have an adult light it, to see how it would look at a 
Diwali festival. 
7. Upload a picture of your finished Diva lamps to Tapestry, so we can see your wonderful creations! 
 
 
 


